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FLOWERS OF THE. YUKON 


Yukon is a land of flowers, They grow wild almost 
everywhere, and in great profusion, They are a constant source 
of delight to the visitor, for their luxuriance, colour, and fragrance 
give an additional touch of beauty to many a lovely scene, Wild 
flowers grow in the valleys and on the lower slopes, and even on the 
higher spaces above timber-line will be found the hardier species 
that refuse to be beaten back by the tempcrature and the elements, 
Nearly 500 varieties of wild flowérs, ferns, and shrubs have been 
identified in the Territor:r, 

Wild flowers in Yukon are principally blue, pink, and 
magenta in colour, with a generous touch of yellow in a number of 
specit3. Strangely, deep scariet flowers are rare, and species such 
as Indian paint brush that farther south range in shade from brick-red 
to cherry, appear in Yukon in lemon and magenta shades, Characteristic 
species include arnica, shrubby cinquefoil, marsh marigold, yellow 
pond lily, Avene poppy, mustard, yellow violet, vetch, goldenrod, 
Drummond!s dryas, locoweed, stonecrop, hawkweed, and monkey 
flower. The ubiquitous dancslion is found in Yukon, as is also the 
eastern buttercup. 


From early spring, when the dzinty pasque flower - 


Heg'd; Mie “1 ty known locally asthe purple-crocus ~ pushes its head above-ground, 
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until the last faded leaves of autumn have fluttered down, a constant 
variety of floral beauty embellishes the countryside. By June the 
landscape is carpeted with purplish blue lupin, broken here and there 
by the Arctic poppy and Jacob's ladder. On the higher slopes are 

the mountain forget-me-not, mountain harebell, and brilliant cerise 
shooting star. Lower down grow the wild rose, Dutchman!s breeches, 
bleeding heart - a tiny prototype of the cultivated variety - and many 
other species that flourish during the long hours of summer daylight, 

Among the distinctive flowers of the Yukon are several 
varieties of the orchid family, The most common is a large purplish 
pink blossom with white spots, It grows on sunny exposed slopes, as 
well as in shady damp woods, Occasionally a pure white orchid is 
disovered, an exquisite single flower exhaling a faint but delicate 
fragrance, Within a few minutes! wark of Dawson will be found the 
fragrant bog orchid, fly-spotted orchid, dainty coral-root, ladies! 
tresses, and calypso. 

By late July, distant hills and mountains, roadsides, and 
borders of trails are coloured by the gorgeous magenta-purple of the 
fireweed, presaging the coming of autumn, Later, as trees and shrubs 
change colour, Nature adds a final touch by painting the countryside in 
brilliant shades of scarlet and gold - a closing pageant before the first 


crystalline flakes of snow begin to fall. 
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